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Real Girls
Rock: Mind,
Body and
Soul

Newton
hosts
appreciation
BBQ

A MLK Day of Service
Project

Top row, L-R: Clarence Williams, Wengay Newton, Rene Flowers, Ken Welch and Patrice Moore.
Bottom row, L-R: Niaya White, Martin Rainey, Watson Haynes, Darryl Rouson and Manuel Sykes.
Wengay “Newt” Newton
BY ALLEN A. BUCHANAN
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
Wengay “Newt” Newton
hosted his 8th annual Appreciation Barbecue to
thank the community for
supporting him the last
eight years as city councilman for District 7 last Sat.,
Jan. 3 at Dell Holmes Park.
He also used the opportunity to kick off his
fundraiser to begin campaigning for the House of
Representatives District 70
seat that will become vacant when Representative
Darryl Rouson finishes
serving his last term in office at the end of the year.
Newton stated that one
of his tasks would be “to
build and establish coalitions” that would be in sync
with him to tackle issues
essential to the Tampa Bay
area. He would like to work
with his coalitions to fix the
local juvenile justice system
in St. Petersburg, to keep
an eye on funds set aside
for preserving environmental lands, to find other avenues to support and fund
See NEWT, page 12




Ruby
Baldwin
Griffin
BY MARCY
PALMERI
Contributor

BY HOLLY KESTENIS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
Commemorating
the
152nd anniversary of the
signing of the Emancipation Proclamation, worshipers from various
denominations gathered
last Thurs., Jan. 1 at
Greater Mt. Zion A.M.E.
Church, located at 1045
16th St. S. And as always,
the service is an inspirational way to kick off the

new year.
Members of the community
acknowledged
those who have contributed in the past to
making St. Petersburg a
better place to live, especially for African Americans. In the wake of
Ferguson and New York
where
protests
and
demonstrations are still
ongoing, the beginning of
a new year brings hopes
of change and renewal.

A message of sober
reflection was on the
mind of House Representative Darryl Rouson as
he spoke to those gathered about what he
coined “spiritual intoxication,” getting wrapped up
with the message of God,
and what 2015 should
bring.
“We are here today to
reflect and to be challenged in this new year to
give more, do more, be

better and show that freedom is not free,”
preached Rouson who acknowledged that even
though the Emancipation
Proclamation was a political decision and didn’t
free everyone, it did give
hope to others that one
day they too would see
freedom from slavery.
As the choir and
church stood up and sang
“Lift Every Voice and
See SERVICE, pages 4

Kwanzaa: Harvest of first fruits
BY ALLEN A.
BUCHANAN
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
“Matunda ya kwanza”
means “first fruits” in
Swahili and forms the
foundation
that
Dr.
Maulana Karenga used to
establish Kwanzaa in
1966 after the devastation
of the Watts Riots in Los
Angeles.
Kwanzaa, a celebration of several different
first fruits harvests such

as the ones by the
Ashanti and Zulu in
Africa, was Karenga’s
cultural answer to uniting
a community torn apart
by the social anguish of
bigotry and oppression.
Today Kwanzaa is celebrated by African Americans for seven days, each
day representing a principle of Kwanzaa, immediately after Christmas
across North America.
More than 50 men,
See KWANZAA, page 8

The culmination of the Kwanzaa celebration
took place Thurs., Jan. 1.

ST. PETERSBURG – As
part of the Martin Luther
King Jr. Day of Service project, the St. Petersburg
Chapter of the Delta Sigma
Theta Sorority will hold the
Real Girls Rock two-day
conference, which aims to
empower the minds, bodies
and souls of young ladies
ages 12-17.
The St. Petersburg’s
Chapter of the Delta Sigma
Theta Sorority sponsors the
GEMS, which stands for
Growing and Empowering
Myself Successfully. The
GEMS is a group of young
ladies between 14-18 years
of age, and will be among
the many who will participate in the conference located at Mount Moriah
Baptist Church, 3500 18th
Ave. S., St. Petersburg.
The function will encompass a series of workshops focusing on health,
fitness, nutrition, body
image and self-worth, in addition to promoting psychological and emotional
development.
The sorority’s Chairperson, Anita Lewis, said they
expect more than 100 girls
See MLK, page 7
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Temple
Maintenance
REV. DR. ROBERT L. HARRISON, PH.D.
Men of S.T.E.E.L. Ministries
www.menofsteelministries.com

A new year, a new you

Another like the other
Here are a few of so many black
males that have become “another like
the other” through the four-phase procedure within the justice system:
Arthur McDuffie 1980, Rodney King
1991, Tyron Lewis 1996, Trayvon Martin
2013, Michael Brown 2014, Eric Garner
2014, Tamir Rice 2014 (a 12 year old
boy)

The normal four phase procedure
through the justice system when black
people suffer from injustice:
Phase 1. The unjust
Phase 2. The cry out for justice
Phase 3. A thorough investigation
Phase 4. Found not guilty
Now you know how it go!
To be continued.

Praise the Lord Saints.
Since we all know we have broken
every nutrition goal we calmed we were
going to follow and added more weight
than we thought we were going to add,
here’s a good start to getting back to our
normal self.
I know there are many different ones
out there but this one is very basic, complete and yet effective. Also my great
grandfather was 100 percent Seneca and
a chief and I can remember his health
was incredible.
Good Luck.
The Seneca Indian Cleansing Diet
This diet has different cleansing effects:
Day one cleanses the colon.
Day two toxins are released along
with excess salts and calcium deposits.

Day three the digestive tract is supplied with mineral-rich fiber.
Day four the blood, lymphatic system and other organs are nourished with
minerals.
Day one - Eat only fruits and their
juices. Choose from apples, pears,
berries, melons, peaches and cherries.
Day two - Drink herbal teas all day.
Choose from any flavor.
Day three - Eat veggies all day. Eat
them raw, steamed or cooked in a soup.
Day four - Make a large pot of veggie
broth. Use cauliflower, broccoli, cabbage, parsley, green pepper, onion, garlic
or any other veggie. Season with Mrs.
Dash and drink this all day.
Till next week,
God Bless.
Dr. Rob

Letter to the Editor
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Response to Mayor
Kriseman’s letter
In November 2013 after
defeating former Mayor
Bill Foster, Mayor Rick
Kriseman found himself in
an awkward position. His
campaign manager, Cesar
Fernandez, tweeted that
Kriseman “did not need the
African American vote to
win.” Of course, Kriseman
did what all politicians do
— he denounced the comment as insensitive, and
simply stated that he did
need support from the
black community to defeat
Foster.
He definitely said the
right things, but based on
his accomplishments listed
in the December 25-December 31, 2014 edition of
The Weekly Challenger, a
closer examination of
Kriseman’s record doesn’t
reveal that his appreciation
for the black community’s
votes has translated into
substantive actions toward
the African-American community.
Mayor Kriseman’s letter listed a hodge-podge of
actions, however in times
when public resources are
limited and the demand is
high, it is imperative that
public officials who genuinely want to see positive
change in communities of
color must be willing to
first understand the depth
and breadth of socio-economic issues and then
work collaboratively with
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residents and businesses
within those communities
to develop solutions that
have a chance of producing
outcomes that will move
the needle toward all residents having an opportunity to an enhanced quality
of life—where the sun does
shine or at least peek
through on all.
The typical response to
critiques of these type of
projects is public officials
will recruit African Americans and some will even
volunteer to come out and
praise the accomplishments listed such as development of a CRA, working
with the 2020 Plan to create
jobs, kick off of the Deuces
Live Market, the opening of
satellite offices in the
Enoch Davis Center and
Childs Park, funding of
poverty eradication programs and the city’s investment in early childhood
education as examples of
the Mayor’s commitment
in the African-American
community.
The truth is that when
Mayor Kriseman is out of
office either after four or
eight years, the needled
would not have moved one
inch toward any sustainable
socio-economic
changes within the AfricanAmerican community.
When reading the
mayor’s list of accomplishments, the idiom “throwing
good money after bad” and
the scripture 2 Timothy
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2:15: “Study and show thyself approved immediately”
come to mind.
As a community we
must first understand the
depth and breadth of our
own socio-economic issues;
secondly, our leaders must
stop accepting crumbs that
are thrown at us in the
name of progress and lastly
we must be willing to do the
work that will challenge
public officials from continuing to make a mockery out
of the socio-economic status within the AfricanAmerican community.
Please do not get me
wrong, millions of public
dollars have been invested
in south St. Petersburg
over the last 20 years, yet
there has been little to no
socio-economic
gains
within our communities,
merely a testament to it. It
is not always about the
money!
Maria L. Scruggs
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Feed St. Pete: Pinellas
Community Church
A MLK Day of Service project
BY MARCY PALMERI
Contributor

ST. PETERSBURG –
Taking action to feed the
community, Feed St. Pete,
a ministry at Pinellas Community Church, has been
feeding residents of St. Petersburg for years. As part
of the Martin Luther King
Jr. Day of Service, they
will open their doors an
extra day to help those in
need.
“Food and security is a
big problem in Pinellas
County,” said Food Pantry
Manager
Jeanette Ringeisen.
Pinellas Community
Church, located at 5501
31st St. S., St. Petersburg,
feeds more than 100 people each week out of their
pantry. It started out of a
closet at the church and
they are now occupying
1,200 square feet in a
warehouse on church
grounds to meet the demands of Pinellas County.
The requirements for
receiving food from the
church pantry are identification and proof that each
additional person for
whom you are requesting
food resides in your home.
The pantry feeds according to family size. There
are no financial qualifications.
With monies received
from the MLK Day of
Service project award,

Feed St. Pete Food Pantry
MLK Day of Service project
Mon., Jan. 19 10 am - noon

Ringeisen feels blessed.
The money will go directly to the purchase of
meals that will include
rice, lentils and spices. All
packaging is done strictly
by volunteers.
The pantry is also receiving help through various partnerships such as
Feeding America Tampa
Bay and the St. Petersburg
Free Clinic, just to name a
couple.
Pinellas
County
schools are now in the
midst of working with the
church in order for the
students to take food
home for the weekend.
The food is designed to be
able to eat by itself or
paired with meat.
The church works
closely with a social charity called Feeding Children Everywhere that
focuses on empowering
and mobilizing people to
assemble healthy meals

for hungry children. Go to
their website at feedingchildreneverywhere.com
and click on the “Our
Meal” tab to find healthy
meal combinations and
recipes using the lentils.
Pinellas Community
Church is always looking
for organizations and individuals to host canned
food drives. Ringeisen said
the need increases as food
insecurity increase.
Weekly,
the
food
pantry is open Tuesdays
from 5-6:45 p.m. The
pantry manager is actively
seeking volunteers.
Their MLK Day of
Service project will take
place Mon., Jan. 19 between 10-noon. If you are
interested in receiving
food, please do not forget
your identification and
proof that each additional
person for whom you are
requesting food, resides in
your home.

ECONOMIC
EMPOWERMENT
THROUGH
ENTREPRENEURSHIP
Who: One Unique
Transition - O.U.T
What: One day event
for future business
owners
When: Monday, January, 19
Time: 10-2 p.m.
Where: 1601 16th St S. (Formerly the Welch Tax Office)
We will share and begin to develop ideas for new business in our
neighborhood by offering tools, resources, guidance and inspiration
to people who desire to own their own business.
The first 30 registered will get over $75 of resources to get started!
Reserve your seat.
Call Margaret 704-277-8714
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New outlook for 2015
From SERVICE, page 1

Sing,” the poetry of emerging from a gloomy past and
marching on until victory is
won never rang more true
or closer to home.
Pastor
Clarence
Williams of the Greater Mt.
Zion A.M.E. Church spoke
words of encouragement to
those in attendance, while
cautioning African Americans to be mindful along
their journey for change.
“Any time you have an
opportunity to shape public
policy, [you should],” said
Williams speaking to the
many public officials present and stating that at times
it can be dangerous, but it
is always, “very, very important.”
Williams chose Psalm
46:10 to anchor his sermon,
which states, “Be still, and
know that I am God.”
“I wrestled with this,”
Williams said, “because it
almost seems irresponsible
that in the midst of Ferguson, Staten Island, voter
suppression, the have nots
and the haves and the gap
that lies between them getting wider and America
moving more toward the
darkness, we keep quiet?”
But the pastor believes
that quiet reflection and
contemplation is a proactive approach to change.
That stopping and being
still while God intervenes is
the next logical step in advancing the rights and

treatment of blacks in
America.
“They should not be
fearful, nor fretful and impatient,” says the scripture,
“or restless and tumultuous, but be quiet and
easy…and live in an assured expectation of the appearance
of
divine
Providence…”
Niaya White, a student
at Calvary Christian High
School, read an excerpt of
the Emancipation Proclamation and was praised for
her local contributions by
school board member
Renee Flowers.
“We’re always talking
about involving the youth
in our community,” said
Flowers who is also White’s
aunt. “She is an example of
what the press doesn’t put
in the paper.”
And when she spoke
briefly to those awaiting the
reading, it was evident what
Flowers meant. “I want the
community to know in spite
of some of the things that
we see happening in our
community, our God is a
good God,” Flowers said.
“There is nothing he cannot do, so if we stand in
agreement and we have
faith, he will see us through
whatever it is we are going
through.”
On September 22, 1862,
the Proclamation was issued by the President Abraham Lincoln and on the





first day of January 1863, all
persons held as slaves in
the rebellious states were
considered free. It is a document that changed the position of the Civil War,
paved the way to the 13th
Amendment adopted in
1865, which officially abolished slavery in the United
States, and began the long
process of equality in
America.
But Williams had a few
words to say about today’s
equality. “The haves still
have and the have nots, still
have not,” he said. But
mostly he continued his sermon focusing more on the
daily activities that are tear-

ing families apart, distancing neighbors and slowly
breaking down the efforts
of the past to bring about a
more cohesive society.
“Our lives are consumed with these gadgets
that do nothing but distract
us,” Williams said calling
our love of tablets, video
games and phones a device
addiction. “Put it down, be
still, silent, find some solitude and eat [together]!”
If more people would
take the time to be with
each other again, Williams
feels that the animosity
that brews between not
only different races, but
also those within our own

communities would be
abolished.
“There are too many of
us that open our mouths
just to talk,” he said. “We
say unhealthy things and
we
have
unhealthy
thoughts which turn into
noise.”
His advice? When
someone sends you an
email, don’t respond right
away. If someone sparks a
nerve with their comments
or actions, don’t retaliate.
And when you are the aggressor and want to bring
the other person down,
Williams said to just walk
away.
“You need to hold your

peace,” he said. “You don’t
need to say or do anything.”
As the program came to
a close, participants and the
general public was encouraged to head on back to
Greater Mt. Zion A.M.E.
Church on the Jan. 18 for a
Day of Service Martin
Luther King Memorial program featuring University
of South Florida professor
and former freedom rider
Dr. Raymond Arsenault.
The program will take
place at 4 p.m. and is free to
the public.
To reach Holly Kestenis,
email hkestenis@theweeklychallenger.com
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Clothes To Kids
MLK Day of Service project
BY FRANK DROUZAS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
Clothes To Kids, Inc., a nonprofit organization that
serves low income or in-crisis schoolchildren in Pinellas
County, will participate in the
2015 MLK Day of Service by
delivering bags of clothing to
local elementary schools.
Executive Director Patti
Hanks describes Clothes to
Kids as a grassroots organization, and said that it provides free of charge new and
gently used clothing for children pre-K through 12th
grade. There are two locations, with one in St. Pete
at 3251 Third Ave. N., Ste.
145, and one in Clearwater
at 1059 N. Hercules Ave.
“We’re going to provide
school clothing, specifically
school uniforms, for low income kids that qualify
for free lunch at local elementary schools,” Hanks explained.
On the actual Day of
Service, Mon., Jan. 19, a
group of volunteers of up to
20 people will put together
bags of clothing for delivery
to area schools. Since all
schools will be closed for the
holiday, volunteers will be
delivering the bags on a different day, Hanks said.
“We’re doing uniform
tops, uniform bottoms, new
socks, underwear and
shoes,” Hanks said.
This is the second year
that Clothes To Kids has
pitched in to the community for the MLK Day of

Service.
“We did the same project
last year,” the St. Pete resident said, “and it was pretty
successful. We’ll probably
provide about 40 children
with a week’s worth of
school clothing.”
Hanks added that she
believes this is an opportunity for everyone to use this
Day of Service as a chance to
think about important issues
in the community and get to
do something concrete
about it.
“I guess that’s the thing
I’m happy about,” she
said, “is that we’re going to
involve the community in
doing something very specific to help kids feel more

comfortable in school and
have the clothes they need to
get their education.”
Hanks noted that she admires the “passionate and
peaceful way” Dr. King set
out to effect change.
“I think the quote that I
like the best is ‘if you want to
have peace, then work for
justice,’” she said. “So if you
have children that don’t have
the clothing that they need
to go to school, if you want to
work for a more peaceful
place for us to live, then raise
money and give children the
tools that they need to go to
school. I admire that about
him. If you want something
to happen, then you have to
do something.”
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2nd Annual Student Athlete Forum
BY PATTYE L. SAWYERHAMPTON
Pinellas County Urban League
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ST. PETERSBURG — As
roughly 40 elementary and
middle school students filed
into the multipurpose room
at the Thomas “Jet” Jackson
Recreation Center Fri., Jan.
2, they weren’t quite sure
who they were going to see,
or what they were going to
hear.
Some of them might
have been a little upset because their basketball or
volleyball game had been
interrupted for the “assembly,” but they were curious
nonetheless. They took
their seats and waited for
the program to begin.
For the second year in a
row, the Pinellas County
Urban League (PCUL)
partnered with Walmart,
the National Alliance of
African-American Athletes
(NAAAA) and Under Armour to host the 2015 Student Athlete Forum. This
forum was designed to impress upon students the importance of striking the
appropriate balance between academics and athletics.
Jeff Worthy, Walmart
Store Manager and PCUL
Board Member, opened the
program by introducing J.
Everette Pearsall, Executive Director of the NAAAA.
Founded in 1989, the
NAAAA has a mission “to
empower African-American
males through athletics, education and public programs.”
Pearsall kicked the
forum off by asking the students what they aspired to
be when they grew up, and
received responses such as
a NFL player, basketball
player, nurse and engineer.
One young student confidently stated that she
wanted to be “a judge and a
basketball player.”
Pearsall went on to tell
them that all of their
dreams could come to
fruition if they excelled academically. He shared his
own aspiration of being a
football player from the age
of seven, and told them that
he only focused on gym and
math – figuring that all he
needed to do was “be athletic and know how to count
my money.”
Although he was capable of being a good student,
he said he didn’t fully apply
himself. Embarrassing himself and his family by almost
getting expelled from
school at age 14, which was
the wakeup call that caused
him to redirect his focus
and become the great student and athlete he knew
he could be.
The anxious children
got a chance to meet two finalist of the Watkins Memorial Award, which has been
presented annually to
African-American scholar
athletes since 1992. The
coveted award is named for
Franklin D. Watkins, the
coach of championship football and basketball teams in
Harrisburg, Pa.
The award recognizes
stellar high school athletes
from across the nation and
is presented to the nation’s
top African-American male
high school scholar-athlete.
Finalists are chosen based
upon their unweighted
grade point average (GPA),
their personal statements,
extracurricular activities,
community service and letters of recommendation.
Each of the five finalists
will be recognized in Washington, D.C. Feb. 21, and
will receive an award, ring
and dinner in their home-

J. Everette Pearsall, Keion Roberts,
Bryce Love, Leon McQuay III, Justin Reid,
Jeff Worthy, Watson Haynes
town. The 2015 finalists are:
Frank Buncom IV (San
Diego), Arrington Farrar
(Atlanta), Holton Hill
(Houston), Bryce Love
(Raleigh, N.C.), Daylon
Mack (Gladewater, Texas)
and Justin Reid (Baton
Rouge, La.).
Students then heard
from Keion Roberts, a former NFL player who played
for the Cleveland Browns
and the Canadian League’s
Toronto
Argonauts.
Roberts encouraged the
students to listen to their
parents and teachers because they have their best
interest at heart. He shared
how his initial lack of academic preparation resulted
in him having to attend a
junior college before going
on to a four-year university.
The students erupted in
laughter when one asked
Roberts why he had to go
to junior college and he responded, “Because I was a
knucklehead.” He told
them hard work resulted in
his eventual achievement of
a 3.7 GPA and a degree in
Kinesiology. “You have to
focus and get your academics together.”
Next the students heard
from Leon McQuay III, a
former Watkins Award finalist who was named the
top safety in the country
when he played football for
Armwood High School in
Seffner. He stressed to the
students that they have to
work hard to achieve their
goals, even if it means they
have less time to spend with
their friends. He told them
they will encounter many
challenges, but they must
remain focused.
Now a student majoring
in music Industry at the
University of Southern California and an aspiring
R&B/hip-hop producer, he
is a starting safety with the
USC Trojans. When asked
by one of the students: “Are
you famous?” McQuay
smiled
and
laughed.
Pearsall quickly interjected,
“Yeah, he’s famous. Look
for him on TV; he’s on TV
all the time. His number is
22!”
2015 Watkins Award Finalist Justin Reid, a safety
and kicker from Baton
Rouge, La., was the next
speaker. He said his parents, Sharon and Eric Reid,
Sr., raised him with high academic requirements. He
told the students they must
be balanced.
“You have to work your
craft. You can’t just be successful in one area.”
When asked about the
greatest challenge he has
faced, he said it was watching an older, talented friend
and teammate spiral downward due to drugs.
“You’re going to have
the opportunity to do the
right thing and you’re going

to have opportunities to do
the wrong thing. You have
to know when to say no and
make the right decision for
yourself.”
Reid maintains a 4.4
GPA at Dutchtown High
School in Geismer, La. and
is a member of the Hurricane Katrina Clean UP,
Dutchtown Student of the
Year, recipient of the Gallant
Griffin Award for Academics and Character, 2014
Courage Award, First Team
All-State, First Team AllMetro, and Sportsline
Player of the Year.
He has received offers
from 22 schools and has
narrowed his choices down
to Oklahoma, LSU, Stanford and Notre Dame. It
seems being a Watkins
Award Finalist is a family
tradition. Reid’s older
brother, Eric Reid, Jr., was
the 2010 Award recipient,
and now plays safety (#35)
for the San Francisco 49ers.
The final speaker was
Bryce Love; a running back
from Raleigh, N.C with a 4.5
GPA. Love told the students
that they “have to do the
work to accomplish your
dreams. Understanding the
value of the opportunities
placed in front of you is key
to your success.”
Love also has an impressive list of accolades, including: Member of National
Honor Society, National
Achievers Honor Society,
National Beta Club, Distributive Education Club of
America, Boys and Girls
Club Volunteer, Homeless
and Rescue Mission Volunteer, Volunteer at the Duke
Children’s Hospital Cancer
Center and the list goes on
and on.
According to Bryce’s
parents, Chris and Angela
Love, he has received offers
from over 40 schools, and is
in the process of choosing
between Stanford, Tennessee, North Carolina
State and Virginia Tech.
The forum was closed
out by PCUL President and
CEO Watson Haynes, who
promised to continue this
annual tradition by having
the forum again next year
and making it even bigger
and better.
Afterward, the students
had the opportunity to get
autographs from these rising stars and were given
free tickets to the Under Armour All American High
School Football Game that
was played at Tropicana
Field on Friday afternoon.
These stellar young
men are great examples of
what happens when raw talent is combined with determination,
drive,
commitment and academic
excellence. They stand as
shining role models, duly
equipped for success, both
on and off the football field.
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Real Girls Rock conference
From MLK page 1

to attend the two-day conference that takes place
Sat., Jan. 17 from 9:30 – 2
p.m. and Mon., Jan. 19
from 3-5 p.m.
Saturday’s theme will
be “fitness,” so the girls are
asked to wear appropriate
fitness attire. The day will
end with lunch, followed
by a workout from a Flex
the Fitness Trainer. Monday’s attire is business casual.
Saturday’s colloquium
will explore the body and
mind, which is comprised
of health, body image, nutrition and more. A nutritionist will be on site to
lead the discussion and answer questions.
Monday, on the actual
Day of Service, the “soul”
portion of the event will
conclude the series and

will include topics related
to mental health, depression and emotions.
In part, the purpose of
this project is to alter the
girls’ perception of how
they see themselves despite the images portrayed
by the media, which occupies so much of their lives.
They will learn about
choosing foods to create
delicious, healthy meals
that will nourish their body
from the inside out.
Lewis intends to introduce the girls to what their
lives can be like if they
treat themselves with
more kindness and compassion, along with opening themselves up to the
possibility of a new way of
thinking. She wants to instill in them the “anything
is possible” mentality, and

help them to love themselves for who they are regardless of size.
Participants will receive refreshments, a free
lunch and there will be
giveaways. Bring a friend
and be prepared for an uplifting, inspiring and enlightening experience.
Pre-registration for the
Real Girls Rock: Body,
Mind and Soul Conference
is requested and can be secured by calling 727-7551913.
Delta Sigma Theta
Sorority is a private, not-forprofit organization whose
purpose is to provide assistance and support through
established programs in
local
communities
throughout the world.
The organization is a
sisterhood of predomi-

nantly black, college educated women. The sorority
currently has 1,000 collegiate and alumnae chapters located in the United
States, England, Japan
(Tokyo and Okinawa),
Germany, the Virgin Islands, Bermuda, the Bahamas, Jamaica and the
Republic of Korea.
The Delta GEMS program offers a road map for
college and career planning and conducts activities
that
provide
opportunities for self-reflection and individual
growth. Delta GEMS, like
Delta Academy, is implemented by chapters of
Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc.
Ruby Baldwin Griffin is
president of the St. Petersburg alumnae chapter.

The women of the St. Petersburg Chapter of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority.
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY
Hires Hairstyling
3427 11th Avenue North
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33713
Open Tuesday – Friday
6 AM until 6 PM
Losing Hair- Scalp treatments can help
Wigs need shampoo – cut to fit your face

Call (727) 642-7475




   





  


 

 


 




LOOK NO FURTHER
FOR CHURCH SUPPLIES
Communion Items • Choir Robes
Bulletins • Bibles • Sunday School books
Gospel CDs / DVDs and so much more

Reader’s Choice Book & Gift Store
4341 34th St. S., St. Petersburg
(Next to Skyway Mall)

(727) 867-3696
Open: Mon. - Sat. 10 am - 6:30 pm




Celebrating 48 years in business!

Phone: 727-894-1734
2500 9th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33705













Law Office Of

RONALD L. NELSON, P.A.
ATTORNEY AT LAW

• Auto Accidents and Injuries
• Divorce and Family Law
• Employment Discrimination
• Wills and Probate

1247 First Ave. N., St. Petersburg, FL 33705

727-345-9292 • www.RonNelsonLaw.com
The hiring of a lawyer is an important decision that should not be based solely upon advertisements. Before you
decide, ask the lawyer to send you free written information about their qualifications and experience.

SYLVIA J. TAYLOR P.A.
ATTORNEY & COUNSELOR AT LAW
Specializing In Real Estate Closings,
Refi’s and Probate

1900 Main Street, Suite 750
Sarasota, FL 34238
(941) 309-5188
Fax (941) 309-5201
sylviajtaylorpa@cs.com
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2015 Kwanzaa Celebration was a huge success
From KWANZAA, page 1

women, and children came
out to celebrate Imani, or
Faith, on the last day of
Kwanzaa at the Enoch
Davis Center last Thursday
evening. The last day of the
Kwanzaa Celebration culminated a weeklong observance.
Brother Kiambu reminded all who came out
that the Seven Principles of
Kwanzaa were established
to help the African-American community unite as
one body and celebrate
achievements, and if need
be, collectively and intelligently fight back and show
that we are not anyone’s
stepping stool.
The Seven Principles of
Kwanzaa – a cultural blueprint for success – are

Umoja (UNITY), Kujichagulia (Self-Determination),
Ujima (Collective Work and
Responsibility), Ujamaa
(Cooperative Economics),
Nia (Purpose), Kuumba
(Creativity) and Imani
(Faith).
Brother Kevin John’s
family hosted a lively, stimulating discussion on Collective Work and Responsibility
Sun., Dec. 28. However, one
of the major highlights this
year occurred Wed., Dec 31
when the Principle of Creativity was hosted by the
Federation of Families of
Pinellas.
The staff brought together youth from all over
the area to showcase their
talents and gifts in drumming buckets provided by

Brother Shabazz, dancing
of all forms and performing
musical selections.
The spiritual element of
Kwanzaa emerged as each
candle representing a principle was lit followed by
speakers giving examples
of the principles in practice.
The youth established the
worth of their presence
again in playing musical
instruments and the recital
of a poem by Aaliyah
Buchanan.
Brother Kiambu anchored the event by reviewing the history, the Seven
Principles, and the Seven
Symbols of Kwanzaa. The
2015 Kwanzaa Celebration
culminated with the African
Feast called the Karamu
(the big meal).
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Lisa Wheeler-Brown files to run for
St. Pete City Council District 7
ST. PETERSBURG –
Earlier this week, Lisa
Wheeler-Brown filed paperwork to run for St. Pete
City Council District 7 that
encompasses Childs Park,
Wildwood Heights, Perry
Bayview and West Minsters Heights and others.
Wheeler-Brown is a
highly respected civic
leader and has a decorated
history of working collaboratively with city leaders,
law enforcement and community activists to bring
people together to reduce
crime.
A second generation
St. Pete native, WheelerBrown has seen the difficult
challenges
and
promising developments
across St. Pete that has inspired her to run for
elected office. Her plans
for St. Pete are based on
four main pillars: safer
neighborhoods, education, jobs and rejuvenation.
“I am running for St.
Pete City Council because
no family should have to
worry about education opportunities for their children and that all kids
should have hope to live a
long and successful life.
We need to rejuvenate our
neighborhoods,
bring
more sustainable jobs to
all areas and work collabo-

ratively with civic and
business leaders to grow
St. Pete,” said WheelerBrown.
Her life changed when
her 21-year- old son,
Cabretti Wheeler, was
murdered September 6,
2008. When the case went
cold because of the “no
snitching” code of silence,
Wheeler-Brown took to
the streets to combat the
no snitching code of silence.
People began talking
and in April 2011 a suspect
was arrested for her son’s
murder. In 2013 Jerry Tyrone Jones was sentenced
to three consecutive life
sentences for the murder
of Cabretti Wheeler. From
this tragedy, WheelerBrown has become an advocate
for
homicide
victims and their families.
“I used to walk around
with tunnel vision,” she
said, “until the murder of
my son opened my eyes. I
want to be a part of the
change that I advocate so
hard for every day.”
Wheeler-Brown is the
immediate past president
of the Council of Neighborhood Associations of
South Pinellas County
(CONA), the recipient of
the Southern Christian
Leadership Conference
(SCLC) Social Justice

Drum Major Award, the
2013 Special Courage
Award honoree from the
United States Department
of Justice and the 2013
Florida Holocaust Museum Loebenberg Humanitarian Award.
She earned these accolades and more for being a
well-known community activist that turned a tragedy
into accountability; she became a unifier of the community against violent
crime.
Wheeler-Brown is a
wife and mother who have
a sincere passion for the
future of St. Petersburg.
To learn more about her
and her plans, visit
www.ourcitymyhome.com
.
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Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

 







Come Worship With the First Baptist Family





 




  

  

 




  

   




 
   








  

    



Sunday School .................................9:30 a.m.

Tutoring offered Tuesday &
Wednesday at 3:30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting 7:00 p.m.
Bible Study 11:00 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Youth Bible Study 7:00 p.m.

Morning Worship ..........................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer ............6:30 p.m.

Beginning Sunday, Sept. 14 at 6 p.m.
Rev. Sarah Edwards will be teaching a 13-week Certified
Servant Leadership Course for Clergy, Lay Ministers and
Christians of all ages who desire to serve their
neighborhood and city for the glory of God. Synopsis:
Whereas God’s methods are many, His principles are few.
You will be taught how to love our city into the Kingdom
of God by embracing your true value in Christ.
Glad Tidings Assembly Of God Church • Randy Helms, Pastor
4200 17th Avenue North, St. Petersburg, FL 33713 FMI: 727.323.5017

  




Wednesday Night Bible Study.......7:30 p.m.

 

“Learn How To Love
Our City Into The
Kingdom Of God”







Kingdom Restoration, Inc.

Faith Based Outreach Ministry

 
  
  

Pastors Dexter and
Wanda McCree

 

 
 
  


4238 Narvarez Way South
St. Petersburg, Florida 33712

(727) 564-1389




Pastor Shurrea Daniels

 


 
     
  
  







 
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.


Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.


Motto: Restoring One Life At A Time

We provide independent services to young women,
between the ages of 18-21, that have aged out of foster care.
Services Offered:
Community Housing, Life Skills, Financial Planning
Performing Arts and Technical Assistance
We also Offer:
E.V.E. Enrichment Classes on Monday and Wednesday 6-8 p.m.
Every 3rd Saturday Women’s Ministry 1-3 p.m.

Visit Us At http://www.kingdomrestoration.info/

BETHEL COMMUNITY
BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567


 

  
 
 

Victory Christian Center Church

 








 
 
 



  

Need a ride? Our Transportation Ministry is available Sundays and Wednesdays

Sunday School 8:45-10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:00 a.m.
Communion - 1st Sunday of each month
New Members Orientation - Sunday at 8:45 a.m.

Having been led, as we believe, by the
Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus
Christ as our Saviour; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of
God returning to God’s Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His
love among one another.



 
  

 

 
  



 












 


 




  
 

 


 






 

1601 49th Street South
Gulfport, FL 33707
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship

11:30 a.m.






  



 
 

SERVICES
Sunday School:
8:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service:
9:30 a.m.
Bible Study: Wednesdays
at 6:30 p.m.
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SUNDAY SERVICES/WEEKLY ACTIVITIES

 
  
 

 
  
  

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015








THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVE. S., St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Email: rojmbe@knology.net
Office Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.





Queen Street Church of God in Christ
Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-896-4356

SERVICES
Sunday
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday
Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.

CHURCH NEWS
Friendship Missionary Baptist Church

St. Mark MBC
The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor, the
Reverend Brian K. Brown, its
official staff of Deacons and
Trustees, and the entire congregation, extends to the community at large, its wish that
there would be an overflowing
of God’s blessings upon their
lives. St. Mark is grounded in
a Christ-centered doctrine
that has as its central core, the
belief that we are a haven of
hope, help, and healing for a
lost world hungry and thirsty
for the word of God. At St.
Mark, we as a body of believers are Christians willing to
work and partner in unity,
praising God for the awesome
gift of His son, Jesus Christ.
Church Events for Jan.
Jan. 8 - Monthly Church

Business Meeting 6 p.m.
Jan. 12 - Brotherhood Annual New Year’s Kickoff
Event 7 p.m. at St. Mark
Jan. 17 - New Member
Fellowship Dinner 3 - 5 p.m.
(Fellowship Hall)
Jan. 19 - Martin Luther
King, Jr. Day-Church Office
Closed
Weekly Scheduled Activities for St. Mark
Sunday school held for
both children and adults of all
ages. Sunday school starts
each Sunday morning at 9:30
a.m. All are invited to come
out and join us.
Young Adult Ministry
Every Sunday at 9:30 a.m.
Baptist Training Union is
each Sunday at 5 p.m. Members and the general public

are invited to come out study
the Bible with us, and learn
“What Baptist Believe”.
Children and Youth Ministry Meetings are held every
Tuesday at 6 p.m. Children in
the community are welcomed
to join us.
Mime/Praise Dance Rehearsal on Sundays from 2 - 4
p.m.
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday at 7 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study is held every
Wednesday at 9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible
Study every Wednesday
evening at 7 p.m.
Children Youth Ministry
Bible Study every Wednesday
at 7:30 p.m.

First Mt. Zion
First Mt. Zion is sponsoring a trip, “Cruising on The
Living Water With God” during the spring dates of March
29 - April 2, 2015. This four
day excursion will be sailing

from Port Canaveral aboard
the
Carnival
Sensation
to Freeport and Nassau in the
Bahamas.
If you are still interested,
the final date for registration

is Jan. 24. You may contact
Cruise Consultant, Mrs. Gloria Campbell at 727-4340072 for adult and children’s
rates and other specific details.

To the COMMUNITY
AT-LARGE, the Friendship
Missionary Baptist Church,
the Pastor, Dr. John A. Evans,
Sr., Official Family and the
entire Church Family extend
to you a cordial invitation to
join “THE SHIP” in fellowship at our 7:45 am or the
10:45 am worship service,
and Sunday Church School at
9:30 am. Come join us as we
take this Christian journey
for it is Our Mission as a
Church Family of believers in
Christ, reaching out to the
world, preaching the gospel
to the unsaved and teaching
the saved to serve by demonstrating the Love of Christ.
We are expecting GREAT
things from the Lord in 2015,
if you are expecting the same,
come on over to the Ship,
WHERE WE ARE EMPTYING OUT OUR BLESSING
CLOSET IN HEAVEN.
Weekly Bible Studies and
other Church activities:
Wednesday, Noon Day (12:00
pm) and Prayer and Bible
Study (7:00 pm) and AWANA
Youth Enrichment program,
something special for every
child, learning about God
while having fun. The Bread
of Life Ministry continues
providing a needed service to
our Senior and Disabled
members. Please see Sister
Lorriane Rogers for further

information. The Clothing
Pantry is opened every 2nd
and 4th Thursday of the
month, from 9:00 am to 12:00
noon. Continue to Pray for
our Sick, Shut-in, Children,
Men/Women in Uniform,
and Bereaved Families.
Month of January 2015:
Jan. – Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr., Annual “Battle of the
Bands” Tickets are available.
See Minister Sharon Saulsby,
Evangelism Ministry Leader
for Tickets.
Jan. 11 – 4:00 pm – Mt.
Sinai MBC, 5200 W South St.,
Orlando, FL. Pastor Evans is
asking the Adult Mass &
Male Chorus, 2nd Sunday
Ushers and Nurses to serve,
also the Congregation is welcomed to fellowship with Pastor Dr. Larry G. Mills,
Church Installation Service.
Buses will leave The Ship at
12:30 pm.
Jan. 13 – 7:00 Friendship’s Laymen Ministry
Meeting Dea. Johnny Douglas, Ministry Leader, All
Laymen are ASKED to ATTEND and be on TIME,
Meeting of GREAT importance.
Jan. 16 – 7:00 pm – THE
CHURCH CONFERENCE.
Jan. 18 – 10:45 am –
FIRST ANNUAL MEMORIAL SERVICE FOR OUR
MEMBERS WHO WENT

FROM LABOR TO REWARD
IN 2014 / Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr., Recognition Sunday.
MINISTRIES OPEN HOUSE
– BOTH SERVICES.
NEED A RIDE TO
CHURCH? Call our Transportation Ministry – (727)
906-8300 and PRESS 2
Thought for the Week:
ARE YOU ONE OF THE 100
PEOPLE COMING SUNDAY, LOOKING FOR YOUR
BREAKTHROUGH – DELIVERANCE – HEALING – FINANCIAL BLESSING –
SPIRITUAL – COVERING –
ANOINTING - PEACE IN
2015? – NOW IF THIS DOES
NOT PERTAIN TO YOU,
COME ANYWAY, YOU JUST
MAY CAUGHT A BLESSING
FOR SHOWING UP.
Don't let “THE SHIP” sail
without YOU! For additional
information on any of the announcements, please contact
us by the following methods:
Friendship Missionary
Baptist Church, 3300 31st St.
S., St. Petersburg, 33712
Church Office: (727) 9068300 E-Mail: fmbc3300@verizon.net
WE ARE NOW “LIVE
STREAMING”:
V i s i t
Friendship's
Website:
www.fmbctheship.net and
Also Visit West Coast Baptist Association Website:
www.expericencethecoast.com

Mt. Zion Progressive MBC
Reverend Louis Murphy, Sr. and the entire Mt
Zion family extend an
open invitation to join us
not only in Sunday worship, but also throughout
the week for various programs and ministries.
Wednesday
Bible
Study – Noonday and 6
p.m.
Fri., Jan. 16 – MLK I
Have A Dream Youth
Choir Concert, 7 p.m. in
the main sanctuary. Admission is free.
Mon., Jan. 19 - Tickets
for the 29th Annual MLK
Leadership Awards Breakfast are available in the

Bookstore. This year’s
keynote speaker is Dr.
Frederick D. Haynes, III.
Attention
Parents!
Reading and Math Enhancement Tutoring is
being provided by Certified Teachers & Paraprofessionals, Tuesdays and
Thursdays from 5:30 p.m.
to 7 p.m. in the Human
Services Building at 945 20th St. S. For more information contact Doris Newton or Joel Shedrick at
727-822-0443, Extension
301.
Let’s Get Connected!
Mt. Zion Progressive
is now social. Checkout

the latest events, ministry
news, and more by following us on FACEBOOK,
TWITTER and YOUTUBE
(Keyword: MZPMBC).
Visit our website and let’s
get connected today!
www.MZProgressive.org
For additional information on any of these announcements,
please
contact the church office.
Mt. Zion Progressive
Missionary
Baptist
Church. 955 20th St. S., St.
Petersburg Florida. 727894-4311,
email:
info@mzprogressive.org.

Musician seeking a church choir to play for on
first Sunday only. Reads music, plays by ear,
very dependable, salary negotiable.

Please contact 727-290-5918.
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Campaigning for the House
From NEWT, page 1

Green Light Pinellas and to
monitor health care expansion formerly known as
Medicare.
Of the four issues, Newton singled out the influx of
youth into the juvenile justice system as a “pants on
fire issue.”
“Last year here in St.
Petersburg we arrested
about 2,200 juveniles, just
under 200 youth every
month,” said Newton.
He also pointed out that
if a juvenile does something
that leads to his or her arrest, Florida is one of the
few remaining states in the
Union where their juvenile
record follows them into
adulthood, hindering their
efforts to find work, continue their education, and
rebuild their lives.
“I believe in every opportunity for each kid to realize their full potential.
Right now we’re spending
on the state level $196 million dollars on juvenile jail
cells. Last year the state arrested about 75,000 juveniles,” he said. “Everyone
knows this is a pertinent
issue with me.”
Ken Welch knows how
passionate Newton is about
giving young people who
have had problems early in
life an opportunity to turn
their life around.
“Certainly, juvenile justice has been a big issue
with Newt,” said Welch
who stated that: “He (Newton) has all the attributes
that you would look for in
someone that represents
the community.”
Newton acknowledged
that as he travels around
the bay area during his

campaign that he will become aware of other issues
in the different counties as
well.
The city councilman’s
biggest supporters are his
family,
especially
his
daughter Chelsea who
works as her father’s campaign manager. She talked
about how she ended up
with that job.
“Well, I’ve always been
daddy’s little girl…and the
cutest little person to put on
his campaign poster,” said
Chelsea, a Boca Ciega
honor student.
Newton’s Appreciation
Barbecue was definitely a
family affair as his wife
worked closely with the
young adult volunteers
from Job Corps who helped
serve over sixty people.
Chelsea represented
the millennial contingent
that came out to show support for Newton and partake of the delicious food.
If the crowd that expanded beyond the confines of the pavilion is any
indication of his diverse
support base, his continued
support could swell like a
tidal wave caring him all
the way to Tallahassee to
fill the House of Representatives, District 70 seat at
the end of 2015.
Newton has served as
president of the Westminster Neighborhood Association, a member of the
Board of Directors of the
Suncoast Tiger Bay Club, a
business owner of his own
professional photography
studio and a senior printing
system engineer at the
Xerox Corporation.

Dr. Carter G. Woodson African American History Museum
2240 Ninth Avenue South, St. Petersburg, Florida 33712
727 323-1104 • woodsonmuseum@gmail.com

EXHIBITION
Rossie Newson: BLACK Lives Matter
January 10 - February 11, 2015
Opening: Saturday January 10, 2015, 5-9 p.m.
Dr. Carter G. Woodson African American History Museum is pleased to present
BLACK Lives Matter, a solo exhibition of new photographic work by Rossie Newson.
Please join us on Sat., Jan. 10, from 5-9 p.m., for the exhibition opening and to meet
the artist. We are pleased to take part in St. Petersburg’s Art Walk this year.
The exhibition presents a series of photographs that capture the essence of the St.
Petersburg African American community through a photographic representation of
why BLACK Lives Matter.
The exhibit is a captivating visual illustration of the lives of African Americans
across various ages, socio-economic backgrounds and educational levels. Newson’s
photographic collection is comprised of local elected leaders, educators, blue collar
workers, civil rights workers, students, mentors, and families.
Rossie Newson is a St. Petersburg-based photographer who has exhibited painting, installations and videos in museums and galleries. His work was recently included in a group exhibition at
Terri Lipsey Scott, the museum’s Board Chair stated, “The mission of the Dr.
Carter G. Woodson
African American History
Museum is to preserve
and present the African
American story. It begins with the value we all
associate with black lives.
The past and the present
has affirmed that black
lives matter, especially in
St. Petersburg.”
For more info contact
Terri Lipsey Scott
(727)323-1104 or
woodsonmuseum.org.

